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Ephesians 6:1-9

The Church is a Soldier

**The Bible study for the previous study (Ephesians 5:22-33 “Wives &
Husbands” is available on your FBC app, on www.fbcselma.org, or on the
Facebook site for Jerry Light**
The duties of children and parents
The great duty of children is, to obey their parents. That obedience includes inward
reverence, as well as outward acts, and in every age, prosperity has attended those
distinguished for obedience to parents. The duty of parents. Be not impatient; use no
unreasonable severities. Deal prudently and wisely with children; convince their
judgements and work upon their reason. Bring them up well; under proper and
compassionate correction; and in the knowledge of the duty God requires. Often is this
duty neglected, even among professors of the gospel. Many set their children against
religion; but this does not excuse the children's disobedience, though it may be awfully
occasion it. God alone can change the heart, yet he gives his blessing to the good
lessons and examples of parents, and answers their prayers. But those, whose chief
anxiety is that their children should be rich and accomplished, whatever becomes of
their souls, must not look for the blessing of God.

Of servants and masters
The duty of servants is summed up in one word, obedience. The servants of old were
generally slaves. The apostles were to teach servants and masters their duties, in doing
which evils would be lessened, till slavery should be rooted out by the influence of
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Christianity. Servants are to reverence those over them. They are to be sincere; not
pretending obedience when they mean to disobey, but serving faithfully. And they must
serve their masters not only when their master's eye is upon them; but must be strict in
the discharge of their duty, when he is absent and out of the way. Steady regard to the
Lord Jesus Christ will make men faithful and sincere in every station, not grudgingly or
by constraint, but from a principle of love to the masters and their concerns. This makes
service easy to them, pleasing to their masters, and acceptable to the Lord Christ. God
will reward even the meanest drudgery done from a sense of duty, and with a view to
glorify him. Here is the duty of masters. Act after the same manner. Be just to servants,
as you expect they should be to you; show the like good-will and concern for them, and
be careful herein to approve yourselves to God. Be not tyrannical and overbearing. You
have a Master to obey, and you and they are but fellow-servants in respect to Christ
Jesus. If masters and servants would consider their duties to God, and the account they
must shortly give to him, they would be more mindful of their duty to each other, and
thus families would be more orderly and happier.
1. Explain the commandment with “promise.” When you become an adult how do you
honor your parents?
2. In verse 5 doesn’t this command perpetuate the institution of slavery?
3. Explain verse 6 with reference to the words “eyeservice” & “doing the will of God from
the heart”?

